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MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [12.04 pm]: I rise today to inform the house of the 
150th anniversary of the death of Governor Sir James Stirling, founder of the Swan River Colony and first 
Governor of Western Australia. 
James Stirling was born in 1791 and was a British naval officer, explorer and land administrator. The eighth of 
15 children, he entered the British Royal Navy as a volunteer at the age of 12, and over the course of the next 
15 years saw action off the coast of Spain, Argentina, Mississippi, Hudson Bay, the North Sea, the Gulf of 
Mexico and the West Indies. 
Aged 33, Stirling married 16-year-old Ellen Mangles, the third daughter of a wealthy family from Woodbridge, 
Surrey, and together they raised five sons and six daughters. Renewed naval activity and the possibility of 
colonisation by the French in the Pacific in 1826 saw Stirling given the command of Success and deployed to 
Sydney. Once in Sydney, Stirling persuaded Governor Darling to allow him to explore the west coast of 
Australia, and so the following year Stirling sailed to the Swan River. He was so impressed with the land he saw 
that he argued strongly to Governor Darling and the colonial administrators in London for the establishment of a 
new settlement in the Swan River area. Despite concerns from London about the costs involved, a change in the 
British government in 1828 saw a friend of the Stirling family, Sir George Murray, appointed as the head of the 
Colonial Office. Soon after, a decision was made to establish a new colony in New Holland, as Australia was 
then known. 
Stirling set sail from England with his family aboard the store ship Parmelia, and on 18 June 1829 he proclaimed 
the foundation of Swan River Colony. He was promoted to Governor in 1831, representing the first person to 
hold this position in Western Australia. Following a knighthood in England, he returned as Sir James Stirling 
and continued to administer the colony until January 1839, when he resigned and returned to England with his 
family. At his time of leaving the colony, Stirling had established had a farming economy with about 20 000 
sheep, sending a few hundred bales of wool a year to England. Using whale oil obtained by barter from passing 
American whalers, the colonists imported clothing, tobacco and spirits. The rest, as they say, is history. 
In remembering our first Governor and founder, the Western Australian government has committed $40 000 to 
support the replacement or renovation of Governor Stirling’s headstone in the United Kingdom. The offer has 
not yet been taken up by St John’s Stoke church, Guildford, with the church preferring to complete existing 
renovations before making any decisions on the restoration or otherwise of the headstone. The Agent General for 
Western Australia in London is aware of the government’s commitment and has remained in close liaison with 
St John’s Stoke church, Guildford. The government remains supportive of an appropriate recognition of 
Governor Stirling that respects the wishes of both his direct descendants and the church. On behalf of the 
Western Australian Parliament, I would like to acknowledge the 150th anniversary of the death of 
Governor Sir James Stirling, who passed away in comfortable retirement in Guildford, Surrey, on 22 April 1865. 
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